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Distinguished Flying Cross
Recipient:
Birth: July

26,l9l7

Death: October 11,2010

Roy E. Kaden
Branch: U.S. Army Air Corps & U.S. Air Force

Theatre:

WWII, Korea

(National has no Citation) Research Information: Lt. Col. Kaden served 25 years in the U.S. Army and
Air Force. He enlisted in the Army Air Corps in 1937,joining the 38th Reconnaissance Squadron as an
aircrew member flying in B-10, B-18, and B-17 atcraft.In May !941, he was among the aircrews that
ferried the first group of B-17's to the Pacific for the purpose of strengthening the pre-war defenses of the
Philippines, for which he was awarded the Air Medal. He was commissioned a 2ndLt. in February 1942.
He entered flying school as a lst Lt. and graduated as a Pilot rn 1943. From 1943 to 1945, he was an
advanced flying school Pilot Instructor and a B-17 pilot. After WWI, he was assigned to the glst
Reconnaissance Squadron, flying a photographic B-17. From t945 to 1949, he engaged in the photo
mapping of several South American countries. From 1949 to 1954, he was assigned as a RB-50 Pilot with
the 38th Reconnaissance Squadron of the 55th Reconnaissance Wing. During these years while deployed
to England, he flew photographic and electronic intercept missions adjacent to the Soviet Union. In
September of 1952, he flew a "top secret" presidential directed reconnaissance photographic and
electronic intercept mission against the "High Arctic", denied Soviet territory of the Franz Josef Land
Archipelago, for which in 2002 (some 50 years later) Col. Kaden and his crew were awarded the
Di s tinguis he d F lyine Cro s s.

Distinguished Flying Cross
Recipient:
Birth: August 28, 1922

Death:

May 31,2011

William N. John
Branch: U.S.

Navy

Theatre:

WWII

Citation: The President of the United States takes great pleasure in presenting the Distinguished Flying
Cross to Lieutenant William N. John for extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight
against the enemy. On 6 April 1945, Lieutenant John led his squadron of Thunderbolts on an armed
reconnaissance mission in the vicinity of Illsheim, Germany. Upon sighting an active airdrome with
enemy aircraft parked in the dispersal areas, Lieutenant John led his flight through intense, light antiaircraft fire to secure near hits with incendiary frag clusters, severely damaging nine ME-109's. In
bombing and strafing attacks, three hangers, four buildings and three more ME-109's were destroyed.
Continuing on the reconnaissance, the squadron destroyed four motor transport and one staff car. The
initiative and tactical ability demonstrated by Lieutenant John reflect great credit upon himself and the
Armed forces of the United States.

